Case xxx: 
Two missiles fell into lake Mjösa

Time: July 18, 12.00 hours (noon)
Place: Lake Mjösa, southern part, near Feiring (Norway)

This, the most famous Norwegian ghost rocket case of 1946, is best described by a chronological series of translations from newspapers and other sources:

A: From Aftenposten, Oslo, July 19 (evening edition): "From a man living in Feiring we had a sensational report, this morning, that two rocket bombs fell into (lake) Mjösa last night. They had the shape of common aircraft, but rather small, only about 2,5 m long wings. They came between 24.00 hours and 00.30 hours tonight from a westerly direction and at small altitude over the southern part of Feiring, where they were observed by several people from the Hasselbakken inn and the Årnes farm. They carried no lights. People's attention was drawn to them by a strong whistling sound, and soon the airplanes appeared at a tremendous speed. They went so low that trees swaying as they had passed by. Almost at the center of (lake) Mjösa, closer to the Feiring shore, they landed with a great splash and there was a several meters tall water cascade as they disappeared. 

"Shortly after having received this message we spoke to the local policemen in Feiring and Hurdal, who knew nothing, however. He soon contacted, by phone, people living between Hurdal and Feiring and could, after some time, tell us that he had had confirmations from several trustworthy people. The place, where the objects landed, is about 10 km north of Minnesund and Mjösa is a fairly deep lake so it will be difficult to find them. The policemen will soon notify the Forsvarets Overkommando (Supreme Command of Defence) to initiate investigations."

B: The Aftenposten article was quoted by a large number of Scandinavian newspapers (such as Svenska Dagbladet on July 19and also hit the telegraph machines of AP and United Press. Most sources repeated the faulty timing of the incident (midnight or shortly after), which was soon proven wrong.

C: From Aftenposten, July 20 (morning edition), which now had a more detailed story: 

"...As reported in some of our evening editions last night, two such "flying X's", as we might call them, were seen falling into Mjösa. It happened on Thursday noon between 12.00 and 12.30, and they were seen by several people in Feiring. The acting policeman of Feiring and Hurdal got the message only yesterday morning, and soon started to take statements from the witnesses. From several places he got confirmations that the two "flying X's" had been seen as they came at low altitude over the Feiring woods, from the west, and fell into Mjösa, about 2 km from the western shore and about 7 km from Minnesund. Therefore he alarmed Haerens Overkommando (Supreme Command of the Army). 

"One of our correspondents was yesterday evening in Feiring and talked to a couple of those who had the remarkable experience. The "flying X's" passed straight over the farm Bålsrud where they were spotted by farmer Sigvart Skaug, his wife and adult son and daughter. Bålsrud is in the middle of the slope (towards lake Mjösa) in the southern part of Feiring. It was Mrs. Skaug and her daughter who saw them first. They were haymaking on the top of the ridge, at a place called Badstuåkeren. Suddenly they heard a strong noise in the air and first thought that an aircraft was approaching. But the sound was not like ordinary engine noise, more like a strong sighing (whistling). Soon they caught sight of two aircraft-like objects coming over the woods at a tremendous speed and at such a low altitude that the two women involuntarily threw themselves to the ground. Draught was so strong that treetops were swinging.

"Down on the farm were Sigvart Skaug and his son. They saw the "flying X's" from the flank, but on a somewhat greater altitude, probably some 50 meters. Skaug says they looked like V-1 from pictures he had seen in the newspaper. Anyway, they couldn't be common aircraft. They were cigar-shaped, some 2,5 meters long and had wings about 1 meter wide. The wings sat about one meter from the tip, and the fore-and-aft parts were metallic-looking, while the middle parts, including wings, were black. It seemed like some apparatus, possibly for the steering of the craft, was attached to their backs. The wings fluttered a little as if they were made of textile fabrics. There were no fire or lights to be seen. The missiles flew close to each other, one a little bit before the other. They followed a loose trajectory, as when you throw a stone, and fell simultaneously into Mjösa, so that the water stood several meters tall. There was no explosion. The sky was completely clear and Mjösa was perfectly calm.

"- I took bearings on the place where they fell, says Mr. Skaug, and I think I am able to point it out. But depth is here some 3-400 meters, so there are probably no chance of bringing the two mysterious objects into the daylight again.

"On the farm Tosterud, closer to Mjösa down from Bålsrud, the "flying X's" were seen by Nils and Gustav Tosterud, who gave the same description. The daughter on the farm was inside, but came running out as she heard the sound, and cried out: - What in heavens name was that. She never got to see the "flying X's", they had already disappeared into Mjösa when she came out. 

"The local policeman was yesterday evening occupied with trying to trace further witnesses. There is a rather densely built-up area south as well as north of Bålsrud, but due to the woods the views are limited. Since the missiles were at such a low altitude this may explain why nothing was seen for instance from the Hasselbacken inn, just one km north of Bålsrud, and where there were many people at this time. Unfortunately the telephone to Hamar was out of order yesterday so it wasn't possible to find out if anyone on the eastern shore of Mjösa had seen anything.

"Yesterday we put this information before captain Jörstad from Luftforsvarets Overkommando (Supreme Command of the Air Force), who was very interested in it. The desciption fits rather well with the V-1, he stated. If there were such missiles, and they came from the west, it is reasonable to think that they were fired from an airplane or a ship at sea. Today there will be further investigations, and if there are others who have made sightings they are asked to report to Luftforsvarets Overkommando, telephone 34870."

D: From Arbeiderbladet, and other Norwegian papers, July 20: "...the local policeman has alarmed the military police at Gardermoen to get their assistance. On inquiry to Gardermoen we learned that noone has yet gone up to Feiring to clear up the matter."

E: The Mjösa incident brought new power into the Norwegian ghost rocket investigations. Aftenposten reported on July 22 that a secret conference had been held on the subject by Forsvarets Overkommando on Saturday, July 20, two days after the incident. Morgenbladet, another Norwegian newspaper, contacted Luftforsvarets Overkommando and learned that "the head of Luftvaktinspektionen (Aerial Guard Inspection), captain Opsahl, has been ordered to take on the investigation concerning these possible crashes of rockets." Directives would be sent by him to Luftforsvarets Overkommando concerning the way investigation would proceed. 

"Is there any chance to find the rockets that fell in Mjösa?", asked the Morgenbladet reporter. "They are on 3-400 meters depth and can already have drifted away. But investigation will continue. Since our land is surrounded by oceans and since then there are inshore lakes. There would be an overwhelming chance for a fired rocket to fall into waters, and it will be impossible to find again. Therefore it is important that people take notice about what they observe, if similar phenomena would turn up again." 

"From Hamar it is reported to Morgenbladet that investigations for the rocket planes that fell into Mjösa, have been taken over by the military at Gardermoen. Gardermoen informs our correspondent that there is a lack of equipment for searches on such on deep waters. On the other hand investigations on the eastern shore of Mjösa have started to find out if anyone there has observed the rockets. According to information from people in Feiring and Hurdal the two rocket aircraft would have come from the west." (Morgenbladet, July 22)

F: Finally, on July 22, came this rather strange explanation, reported by Arbeiderbladet: "The rocket that should have fallen into Mjösa now apparently has shown up to be a diver (bird). As known, noone really saw the rocket, but only the water cascade, which evidently was very tall, but major Rygg now states that he thinks the whole matter is a fantasy. So far no thorough search has been made, but the matter will be investigated."

G: The statement that "noone really saw the rocket" was obviously false, at least if we are to judge from a map drawn up by the Norwegian military and found in the archives of the Swedish Defence Staff. The map pinpoints three different observations of the Mjösa "rockets" as sightings 3, 4 and 5: "3: Soon, objects, wings, exhaust from end, sharp light, sound, 18.7.46, 11.35 hours; 4: Feiring, Mjösa, 2 long, black objects with wings, no lights, altitude about 2-300 m; 5: Feiring, Mjösa, 2 long, dark objects, crashed into waters off the farm Bålsrud, 18.7.46, 11.30-12.00 hours". The sighting of winged objects at Soon, not mentioned in the newspapers, is interesting since it seems to substantiate the Feiring sightings.

H: 
--- this case report not completed/AL


